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AUSTRALIA & UK TO FAST-TRACK FTA: Trade Minister Birmingham met with his UK counterpart Liz Truss 
in Canberra this week declaring Australia was ready to work with the UK to conclude an FTA as quickly as 
possible once negotiations were able to begin. Truss also visited New Zealand and Japan during the week. 
 
PHILIPPINES LOOKS TO SLOW RICE IMPORTS: The Philippines has started a safeguard investigation into 
rice imports. The WTO allows temporary restrictions on imports if rising imports cause serious damage to 
a domestic industry. Thailand and Vietnam supply more than 85% of rice imports by the Philippines. 
 
US COALITION SEEKS TO LIMIT TRUMP’S TARIFF ACTIONS: The National Foreign Trade Council this week 
announced a Tariff Reform Coalition of business groups to lobby for a review of the Presidential use of 
tariff authority. Council president Yerxa said it was time for Congress to reassert its authority. 
 
GLOBAL SERVICES TRADE WEAKENING: The WTO has reported that world trade in commercial services 
lost momentum in the second quarter of 2019. Its Services Trade Barometer index reading of 98.4 is below 
the baseline value of 100. A year ago, the index was at 103.1. 
 
HONG KONG & MALAYSIA FTA TO BEGIN: New free trade and investment agreements between Hong 
Kong and Malaysia will begin on October 13. This will be 4 months after agreements between Hong Kong 
and Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam began and 2 years after the ASEAN negotiations were completed. 
 
AUSTRALIA BOOSTS OVERSIGHT OF SHEEP EXPORTS: Legislation to boost oversight of Australia’s live 
sheep export industry passed Parliament this week. The legislation will allow an independent Inspector-
General of Live Animal Exports to be appointed to oversee regulation of the industry. 
 
CANADA TAKES CANOLA DISPUTE TO WTO: Canada has started dispute action at the WTO over China’s 
restriction of imports of Canadian canola. It argues the restrictions are in breach of global trade rules. A 
WTO Panel may be established in talks between the two economies fail to resolve the dispute in 60 days. 
 
NEW ZEALAND FARM EXPORTS HIT RECORD: Primary sector exports by New Zealand hit a record $46.4 
billion in the year ended June 2019. This was 8.7% higher than the year before. Dairy export revenues 
were worth $18.1 billion.  
 
TRUMP CONFIRMS TRADE DEAL WITH JAPAN: President Trump has formally told Congress the US has 
reached an initial trade agreement on tariffs with Japan and he intended to enter into the agreement in 
the coming weeks. He would also be entering into an executive agreement with Japan on digital trade. 
 
SOUTH KOREA CAUGHT UP IN ACETONE DUMPING CASE: The US Commerce Department this week 
imposed preliminary anti-dumping duties of up to 47.7% on acetone imports from South Korea, Belgium 
and South Africa. Acetone is used in a range of solvents, including nail-polish remover, and chemicals. 
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